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“Un hospital de cuento” Project

“POLPET DISCOVERS UNDERWATER ARCHAEOLOGY” is a 
new story within the projects that the MARQ Foundation carries out 
to contribute to the improvement of the quality of life of children 
hospitalized in the Pediatrics Service of the General University 
Hospital of Alicante. Unlike Chispita, that “little flame of fire” a 
curious and explorer who travels through time and has already been 
the protagonist of three stories, Polpet is an octopus-archaeologist, 
a privileged spectator of the seabed, which explains, in an entertaining 
way and teaching, the basic principles of Underwater Archaeology.

Polpet is the result of the Specific Collaboration Agreement between 
our MARQ Foundation and the University of Alicante, which has 
allowed the realization of training practices in the Didactic and 
Accessibility Unit of the CV MARQ Foundation of students of the 
Master in Tourist Guide and Interpretation of Heritage. This formative 
vocation of the Foundation allows young university students to 
acquire professional experience in a place as exciting as the MARQ. 
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It is an opportunity to put into practice their academic training in an 
environment where Heritage is their main element allowing them to apply 
in a real context the knowledge acquired at the University.

To finish, I would like to express my congratulations for this work to the 
students Mireya Gomis Llorens, Elena Micó García-Tapia and Helena 
Garcia-Tapia Poveda (author of the drawings). They have contributed 
with their imagination and knowledge. We also want to congratulate the 
Foundation MARQ by its initiative and enthusiasm, above all, to the 
members of his Didactic Team. I encourage you to discover this new friend 
of Chispita who has so much to teach us about the “Archaeology of the 
deep”.

Júlia Parra Aparicio
Vice-President of the CV-MARQ Foundation and the Alicante Council.

Representative of Culture.
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“Un hospital de cuento” Project

Archaeologists are the detectives of Antiquity. And there are different 
types of detectives, depending on the subject they investigate. Among 
them we find those who are dedicated to the study of deposits, objects, 
human remains and landscapes that are under water, specialty that is 
known as UNDERWATER ARCHAEOLOGY.

And two wonderful characters come to tell us what the work of these 
underwater archaeologists is. One of them lives in the sea and is called 
Polpet: it is a nice octopus that knows everything about what happens 
at the bottom of the sea. The other lives on Earth and it is called 
Chispita: it is a flame that illuminates history and stories, and that we 
have known before in other educational projects. Do you remember the 
stories “Chispita travels to Prehistory”, “Chispita travels to the Iberian 
era” and “Chispita travels to the Mayan world”?

Well, this wonderful meeting between Polpet and Chispita, already 
friendly pets, is thanks to the Archaeological Museum of Alicante 
(MARQ), which since the school year 2014-15, visits the children 
hospitalized in the Pediatrics Service of the General University Hospital 
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of Alicante with the teaching project “A story hospital”. And in this case 
we have had the collaboration of students of the Master in Tourist Guide 
and Interpretation of Heritage of the University of Alicante to give us this 
gift that is “Polpet and Chispita discover Underwater Archaeology”.

Oscar Wilde said that “anyone can make history, but only a great man 
can write it”” And the MARQ have been writing history in the hearts of 
children hospitalized in our Pediatric Service for years with your teaching 
work by our side, these stories and these pets.
Long live Polpet and Chispita!

Javier González de Dios
Head of Pediatrics Service

General University Hospital of Alicante
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ACTIVITIES
We propose you some very fun activities to check that you know more about

Underwater archaeology.
And that is not at all, at the end of the story you will see a QR where you can 

make aworkshop to make your own amphora.



28

“Un hospital de cuento” Project

Link the images with their names in Spanish and English
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Link the images with their names in Spanish and English
Surround the different objects that make up the excavation equipment 

           Diving equipment
           Water dredging and airborne
           Camera
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Differentiate which of the following vessels is a Roman ship
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How do you imagine Polpet? Colour It
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Document the material: Make a drawing or a photo of an amphora
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